
HEALTHY
DEMOCRACY
FUND.

Defend and protect the voting 
rights of communities of color, 
young voters, and the economically 
disadvantaged. Help close the voter 
turnout gap and create momentum 
for stronger pro-voter policies.  
Invest with us for the health of 
our democracy.



In 2018, Tides, along with other philanthropic institutions and donor 
networks, ramped up investment in organizations that are dedicated 
to increasing civic engagement in underrepresented communities. 
This has led to a nationwide uptick in voter turnout across these 
demographics. In the November elections, 50% of eligible voters 
turned out to vote, marking the first time that number has been 
reached in a midterm election for over 100 years.3

If we keep this momentum going into 2020 and beyond, we could witness 
a shift in our democracy that reflects the entire population, including those 
who have long been underrepresented and unseen in policy-making. 
Will you join our fight to promote healthy democracy and voter 
participation by supporting this fund? 

MOME-
NTUM.
Keep the

DARING CHANGE.™



Florida Rights Restoration Coalition
As a project of Tides Advocacy, they restored voting rights to previously 
incarcerated individuals.5 They also doubled registration with Black voters 
making up 44%6 of those who registered, even though they were  
just 17% of the population. 

Movement for Black Lives
They focused on cities with the highest concentrations of Black voters, 
targeting first-time and “disengaged” voters. The fund provided economic 
and professional development investment to build expertise and infrastructure.

The Center for Popular Democracy
One of their partners, Good Jobs Now in Michigan, saw a voter increase 
of nearly 28,000 in Detroit alone - up 17% from the previous midterms.

People’s Action Institute
Affiliates across 24 states engaged in conversations with 487,000 potential voters, 
including 300,000 at people’s doors with well over a million doors knocked.

 Backing national movements 
 and local campaigns in the 
RIGHT PLACE, 
RIGHT TIME.
Here are some of the civic engagement networks 
defending our democracy:

DARING CHANGE.™



Together, we can build on our work by investing in these key strategies going forward:7

Let’s close the gap, protect voting rights, and lay the ground work

DEMOCRACY REFORM.
Year-round Organizing
We back groups that strengthen local leadership, 
mobilize grassroots groups, and build capacity 
on issue campaigns. One example, Make 
the Road Nevada, is powering working-class 
immigrant communities through campaigns that 
are building a strong grassroots foundation.

Election Security
The integrity of our voting system is a 
cornerstone of our democracy. We need to 
guarantee that all voters can securely and 
confidently vote on the issues they care about. 
The bipartisan National Election Defense 
Coalition works towards significant policy 
reforms to protect our elections from 
electronic fraud and cyberattacks.

Voter Registration
In 2016, 25.5 million eligible Black, Latinx and 
Asians citizens were still not registered to vote. 
In 2018, The Voter Participation Center got over 
205,000 ballots cast by people who may have 
not voted at all. They also pioneered the pre-
filled registration form that a voter can sign and 
send using a pre-addressed envelope. 

Voter Turnout
Half of eligible voters fail to cast a ballot, but 
technology, advocacy and campaigning closes 
that gap. Accelerate Change partnered with 
PushBlack on a call to action to their 3.2 million 
subscribers to share turnout messages (“I’m 
voting, will you join me?”) resulting in 19.4 
million social media messages, reaching 
a quarter of the country’s eligible Black voters.

Voter Protections
These groups challenge voter suppression 
in states like Georgia and South Carolina. 
They’ve protected voting rights through the 
defense of the historic Amendment 4 win in 
Florida, which led to the re-enfranchisement 
of over a million returning citizens. 

Democracy Reform
Fixing our broken electoral system means better 
pro-voter policies, campaign finance reform and 
the end of gerrymandering. Well known groups 
are creating momentum nationally, but local 
work is done by small organizations, many led 
by people of color. The New Georgia Project, 
Promote The Vote and Voters Not Politicians in 
Michigan, and the Virginia Civic Engagement 
Table shifts power from special interests back 
to the voters.

DARING CHANGE.™



Let’s work together to create a just and equitable society 

where everyone—regardless of race or ethnicity, age, or 

pocketbook—feel inspired and empowered to vote for the 

government officials that represent their best interests.  

Join forces:  
Peter Martin
Philanthropic Director
healthydemocracy@tides.org

Healthy Democracy Fund Leadership Council
Jenifer Fernandez Ancona, Way to Win
Sarah Audelo, Alliance for Youth Organizing
Rajasvini Bhansali, Solidaire Network
Cristina Jimenez Moreta, United We Dream
Natalia Salgado, Center for Popular Democracy

FIGHT FOR
DEMOCRACY.
Invest now.

1 https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/05/21/u-s-voter-turnout-trails-most-developed-countries
2 United States Elections Project, “Voter Turnout: National Turnout Rates, 1789-Present”
3 United States Elections Project, “2018 November General Election Turnout Rates”
4 Using novel modes of analyzing voter file data, some academics believe these gaps are closer to twice the magnitude 
of what Census Bureau data reveal. See Bernard Fraga, The Turnout Gap: Race, Ethnicity, and Political Inequality in 
a Diversifying America, Cambridge University Press, 2018, pp. 99-112. 
5 Amendment 4 applies only to those former incarcerated individuals who have completed probation and parole 
and does not apply to those convicted of murder or a sexual offense. https://www.fl-counties.com/amendment-4 
6 https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2018/11/florida-just-passed-the-largest-expansion-of-voting-rights-in-decades/
7 As a 501(c)(3), Tides does not grant to support partisan political activity or to influence the outcome of any campaign 
for public office. All Tides grantees’ are subject to an established due diligence process, and grants to any organizations 
that are not 501(c)(3)s are provided for specific projects, with restrictions to ensure compliance with applicable law.

DARING CHANGE.™


