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Statement 
 
Rania Kaadan on winning Best Young Woman In Construction at the European 
Women In Construction and Engineering Awards 2019 
 
“With God’s will, my family’s guidance, friend’s support, and Invennt’s belief in me, it is with great honour 
that my achievements have been acknowledged with the “Best Young Woman in Construction” award at 
the European Women in Construction and Engineering Awards. An experience I have thoroughly enjoyed, 
especially as it gave me an opportunity to reflect on both my academic and professional journey going 
over from Syria to Saudi Arabia to the UK.  
 
I want to dedicate this award to the memory of my late father, Dr. Sameh Kaadan; who always believed in 
my ability and encouraged me to aim high. You are gone but your belief in me has made this journey 
possible. And to the support, love, and care of my mother, Hasna Albarazi, and my siblings who have 
always guided me and kept me motivated to achieve my goals. I also extend my sincere appreciation and 
gratitude to my dear friends, co-workers, and team members at Invennt Ltd, without their help, this honour 
would not have been possible.  
 
Whilst we should cheer the news that the construction industry is putting more effort to include women, 
we must also recognise that we still lag behind other industries in this area. Incentives such as the WICE 
Awards, serve to be of high importance to validate and celebrate the value of women’s contributions to 
the industry and encourage them to work harder and take pride in their success. Moreover, encourage 
women to be themselves even when found in a male-dominated industry and professional environment.  
 
From this platform, I hope to continue to encourage and inspire women to maintain perseverance, 
resilience, and agility to lead and drive positive change. Moreover, I will personally continue to spread 
awareness and provide knowledge on digitizing the construction industry and integrating Artificial 
Intelligence and Machine Learning into Construction; through being an occasional speaker at industry 
events and soon deploying my personal research.  
 
Winning the WICE Award has definitely proved that everyone can challenge expectations of what can be 
achieved and the roles we can have in the industry, regardless of our age, gender, or background.” 
 
 


