
Case Study

Overview
Completed in September 2012, Guthrie 
Green is an urban garden and performance 
space in the 19-block Brady Arts District in 
downtown Tulsa, Oklahoma. Guthrie Green 

resides on one city block within the District.  

Project Summary
Named for singer-songwriter Woody 
Guthrie, the site of Guthrie Green was 
once a 2.7-acre truck loading facility — 
essentially a concrete jungle. Now it’s 
a green oasis and community gathering 
space offering gardens, tree lined 
paths, interactive fountains, outdoor 
solar-powered stage with vine-covered 
green rooms, a multi-purpose lawn for 
performances and festivals, plenty of 
shade structures, and an 11,200-square-
foot cafe pavilion.

 
Transforming the former concrete jungle 
into an urban oasis required a complete 
re-imagining by landscape architects SWA 
Group of Sausalito, CA. The firm was 
responsible for putting the “green” in 
Guthrie Green, planting approximately 40 
trees throughout the development.

Key elements to the beauty were tree 
grates from EJ. Architects chose model 
8667, a five-foot grate with radiating 
pattern, for its simplicity and cost-
effectiveness.

Completed urban garden at Guthrie Green in Tulsa, OK.

Job Site
Guthrie Green

Landscape Architects
SWA Group of Sausalito, California

Location
Tulsa Oklahoma, USA

Products
Sunray tree grates 8667 series

”We now specify the 
same model for other 
projects in Tulsa. We 
want consistency of 
appearance to tie the 
city blocks together, 
and this grate makes 
maintenance for the city 
much easier.”
SWA Representative 
SWA Group, Sausalito, California

Putting the "Green" Back 
in Tulsa's Concrete Jungle
Guthrie Green, Tulsa, Oklahoma

Sunray tree grates in Guthrie Green.



CASE GUTHRIE 1119Copyright© 2019 EJ Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

EJ
301 Spring Street 
PO Box 439 
East Jordan, MI 49727 
800 626 4653 
231 536 2261 
us.sales@ejco.com

Case Study Guthrie Green Urban Garden and Performance Space

 The EJ tree grates were first used at 
ONEOK Field, the ballpark adjacent to 
the Green, then, for consistency of 
appearance, specified for Guthrie Green. 
Soon, it became apparent that the EJ 
grates were appropriate for use in all 19 
square blocks of the Brady District.
 
A SWA representative said, “We now 
specify the same model for other 
projects in Tulsa. We want consistency of 
appearance to tie the city blocks together, 
and this grate makes maintenance for the 
city much easier.”
 
Guthrie Green not only creates new green 
space in the downtown area, but it also 
acts as a large geothermal sink to provide 
energy efficient heating and cooling for 
nearby buildings. Guthrie Green has a 
ground-source heat pump system buried 
under the park. 
 

For more information, please visit ejco.com.

Guthrie Green Overview
 ·First opened in September, 2012
 ·2.76-acre property
 ·Designed as a community town square 
to celebrate the performing arts
 ·The park features a stage, The Dock 
pavilion, tree-lined paths, shade 
structures, water features, and a        
large lawn
 ·All events at Guthrie Green are free and 
open to the public! These include regular 
concerts, movies, fitness classes, food 
trucks, and much more
 ·Located in the heart of the Tulsa          
Arts District


