
My Twist on a Tale
A brand-new writing competition from Pearson

Entry pack

#MyTwistOnATale

My Twist
on a Tale



Entry pack

My Twist
on a Tale

Welcome

 Welcome to Pearson’s new national writing competition: My Twist on a Tale!

 Your young writers will be tearing up the rule book and giving their 21st Century take 
on classic tales, fables and regional folk stories by creating their own book of fantasies!

 At Pearson, we know that diversity, inclusion and relatability matter. We believe that at 
whatever age - from early stages to adulthood - people should feel represented in the 
literature they read and the stories they write. 

 This free competition empowers children and young people to put themselves at 
the heart of their own stories as they assert their modern-day stamp on classic tales 
and create their own stories to reflect their personal interests, background and 
experiences. 

 In this pack, you’ll find some more details, tips and resources to help kick start your 
story-writing adventures!

 So, read on and good luck!

“Never would I allow my size define me. 
 Instead I will define it”
 Tom Thumb

“Today’s special moments are tomorrow’s memories”
 Aladdin

“Don’t ever wish to be anything 
 but what you are.”
 Thumbelina



Your entry
 Entries can be made by individuals, classes or after school groups. Entries must be 

made on a child’s/children’s behalf by a parent, carer or teacher over the age of 18.  

Entry and judging criteria: 
 Entries can be written by children and young people aged 4 - 16 (key stage one – key 

stage four).

 The stories should aim to celebrate a diverse and modern-day Britain, drawing on 
fairy tales, fables and regional folk stories as inspiration. Whether it’s Cinderella 
meeting her not-so-evil stepmother, a prince with dyslexia, magical smartphones or 
classroom kingdoms, the key thing is that children and young people get creative and 
put a personal twist on the tales by reflecting their own personality, location, heritage, 
interests and experiences. They could even create a fable or fairy tale of their own.

Rules for entries: 
 DO

	 l	 Please ensure entries are within the 750 word count. While this is the   
 maximum word count, your writers are welcome to create much shorter 
 stories. The following can be used as a loose guide: 

	 l	 Dribble - 20-50 words
	 l Drabble - 50-100 words
	 l Flash-Fiction - up to 350 words
	 l Short story for older children and young people - up to 750 words
	 l	 Include representation of the young person writing it in some way. This may 

 be for example, by using themselves as a character or incorporating elements 
 about their life or location - creativity is very much encouraged

	 l	 Ensure each entry is an original piece of work. Plagiarism in any form is not 
 accepted. Pearson reserves the right to query any submissions received and 
 to remove or disqualify from the competition any setting, group or family, 
 which it believes to be entering stories not created wholly by the applicant

 DON’T
	 l	 Allow the inclusion of foul language or inappropriate content. Those entries 

 will not be considered
	 l	 Miss the entry deadline. The competition closes at 17.00 on Friday 29th 

 November 2019. Entries received after this deadline will not be considered

 The full terms and conditions can be found    

https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/one-dot-com/one-dot-com/uk/documents/campaigns/writing-competition/my-twist-on-a-tale-terms-and-conditions.pdf


Judging criteria
 Judges will review entries with age-expectations in mind and look for entries that 

exemplify:
	 l	 Clarity and creativity of expression - we are looking for imaginative ideas, 

 original story concepts and unique styles
	 l	 A well-structured and developed narrative which draws on key features of the 

 fairytale, fable and folk story genres
	 l	 A reflection of the writer and/or modern life 
	 l	 Character presentation and development

Judging process
 The following judging process will be followed:

	 l	 Entries will be shortlisted by the Pearson English team between Monday 2nd 
 and Sunday 8th December 2019

	 l	 Additional questions may be put to shortlisted entrants at this time
	 l	 Shortlisted entries will be reviewed by the judging panel between Monday 9th 

 and Friday 20th December 2019 
	 l	 Selected winners will be contacted following this process

Tips and resources
 Your young writers will be tearing up the rule book and giving their 21st Century take 

on classic tales, fables and regional folk stories by creating their own book of fantasies!

Download your selection of free stories

 Your young writers will be tearing up the rule book and giving their 21st Century take 
on classic tales, fables and regional folk stories by creating their own book of fantasies!

	 1.	 Create a writing workshop. Let your writers brainstorm and reflect on  
 possible story ideas. Why not put these on a board for participants to add to 
 as they work on their pieces?

	 2.	 Encourage a sense of self. Spend time with your writers to help them 
 identify things about themselves they could include in their story. Physical and 
 emotional characteristics, elements of their home life, personality traits, 
 interests and experiences can all be included and are an essential part of the 
 judging criteria.

	 3.	 Know your topic! Encourage your writers to talk about and read their 

https://www.pearson.com/uk/en/learners/secondary-students-and-parents/my-twist-on-a-tale-competition.html


 favourite fairy tales, stories and fables together. What is it they like? Explore 
 the characters, storylines and underlying messages to highlight areas for 
 consideration in their own compositions.

	 4.	 Read! Help support your writers by regularly reading stories and fables 
 together or as part of their own research. Don’t forget to encourage positive 
 discussions about each one.

	 5.	 Read, share and talk about writing. Hold regular sessions where your 
 writers can share their thoughts and receive feedback from you and their 
 peers in a positive and supportive way. Celebrate good ideas and progress 
 with story awards or alternative recognition and encourage mini feedback 
 groups to support writers as their develop their pieces.

	 6.	 Give them time and encouragement. Give your writers the opportunity 
 to generate their own subject, write at their own pace, in their own way, 
 with agency over how they want to write, and with a clear sense of their 
 writing goals. Remember you have until the end of November to submit 
 entries – let’s encourage each child to love the process!

	 7.	 Give direct instruction on the different components of the writing  
 process  (how to generate an idea, plan, draft, revise, edit, publish). Scaffold 
 their understanding of these processes through demonstration, discussion, 
 modelling and sharing your own examples! Why not get them to feedback on 
 your own on-going story so they can understand how each of the 
 elements work? 

	 8.	 Encourage your writers to set their own manageable deadlines. 
 You should ensure that participants know the distant goal for the project, that 
 is to say the creation of their full story ready for submission to the competition 
 and the deadline. The class or group of writers, as a community, should have 
 a say in setting the product goals for the project and can work together to 
 look at interesting ways to present this. This is what will they have to do to 
 ensure their story is successful and meaningful. Setting shorter-term process 
 goals (e.g. generating an idea/planning/drafting/revising/editing/publishing) 
 benefits learners in terms of cognitive load, focus, motivation and 
 achievement; for example, ‘You have two days left to complete your draft!’

	 9.	 Make it fun. We want to embed writing for pleasure. Let your writers explore 
 the ideas they are most interested in and set their own goals. Don’t be afraid 
 to be silly! Let them enjoy writing, help them feel confident and savour being 
 part of a writing community.

	 10.	Keep in touch!  We love to hear about your involvement. Share your writer’s 
 progress through words or images on social media  @Pearsonschools 
 @PearsonPrimary using #MyTwistOnATale. Remember we are here to help 
 If you need anything contact us at MyTwistonaTale@pearson.com 

mailto:MyTwistonaTale%40pearson.com?subject=


 For even more tips from our head judges Ross Young and Phil Ferguson, why not read 
their Writing for Pleasure manifesto.

 Don’t forget we have a range of resources available to support you and your writers.

 Find them     

Submitting your entry / entries
 Entries can be submitted online or by post from 09:00 on Sunday 8th September 

2019 until on 17:00 on Friday 29th November 2019.

 Entries received after this deadline will not be considered.

 You can submit your entry/entries in three ways:
	  1. Email 

 Email your story / stories to MyTwistonaTale@pearson.com

 Please ensure the following information is included in the body of the email: 
	 l	 Name of the writer / writers
	 l	 Address
	 l	 Contact telephone number – landline and mobile
	 l	 Age category (key stage one, key stage two, key stage three, key stage four)
	 l	 Region (Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, North West, North East, Yorkshire 

 and the Humber, London, South East, South West, West Midlands, East 
 Midlands)

 All stories need to be saved as a Word document with the name of the writer/writers, 
key stage and school/setting name as part of the file name.

 In addition to written entries, audio entries will also be accepted for those with special 
access requirements. You can send audio submissions by email to MyTwistonaTale@
pearson.com

	  2. By post

 Please download and complete this                           to attach along with your postal 
entry/entries.    

“Remember, you’re the one who can fill the world 
 with sunshine”
 Snow White

https://writing4pleasure.com/the-writing-for-pleasure-manifesto/
mailto:MyTwistonaTale%40pearson.com?subject=
mailto:MyTwistonaTale%40pearson.com?subject=
mailto:MyTwistonaTale%40pearson.com?subject=
https://www.pearson.com/uk/en/learners/secondary-students-and-parents/my-twist-on-a-tale-competition.html
https://www.pearson.com/uk/content/dam/one-dot-com/one-dot-com/uk/documents/campaigns/writing-competition/Twist-in-a-tale-Postal-form-A4.pdf


 Post your story / stories along with the completed form/forms to:

  My Twist on a Tale, 
Pearson Education, 
Halley Court, 
Jordan Hill, 
Oxford 
OX2 8EJ

 If sending your entry by post, please allow enough time for your entry to go through 
the postal system.

	  3. By upload

 If you are submitting entries on behalf of many children and young people you may 
find it easier to upload the stories via pearsonschools.co.uk/enterstories.    

 Multiple entries will need to be placed in one zipped folder, together with the 
completed entry form, before uploading. For schools or settings, the file name for 
each entry must include the school/setting name, the name of the person making the 
entry on behalf of the student and the name of the student. For parents/guardians, 
the file name must include the name of the adult submitting the story and the name 
of the child.

The winners
 The winners of My Twist on a Tale will see their works published as a collection of 

short stories for all to read and enjoy! The final storybook will be available across 
different Pearson platforms and a select number of copies will also be printed.

 Winners will receive copies of this collection and an additional prize. Entries will 
be judged by a panel of literacy experts, with the list of individuals on this panel 
announced during the competition.

 So, how many winners will there be?

 he winning entries will be selected by:

 Region (one per region):
	 l	 Scotland
	 l	 Wales
	 l	 Northern Ireland
	 l	 North West
	 l	 North East
	 l	 Yorkshire and the Humber
	 l	 London

http://pearsonschools.co.uk/enterstories.


	 l	 South East
	 l	 South West
	 l	 West Midlands
	 l	 East Midlands

 Phase (one per phase): 

 Primary
	 l	 Key stage one
	 l	 Key stage two

 Secondary
	 l	 Key stage three
	 l	 Key stage four

Good luck!
 We wish you and your young writers the best of luck!

 Don’t forget to share your writing adventures with us along the way! You can keep us 
updated by sharing your journey on:

 Social media with #MyTwistOnATale or tagging @Pearsonschools or 
@PearsonPrimary on Facebook

 Email us at MyTwistonaTale@pearson.com

 In the meantime, happy writing! We look forward to seeing what worlds you 
discover together.

 The Pearson Literacy and English Team

“Love doesn’t have to be perfect. It just needs to be true”
 Beauty and the Beast

“As a rule I refrain from calling any man a fool”
 Pied Piper

mailto:MyTwistonaTale%40pearson.com?subject=


About Pearson
 Pearson is the world’s leading learning company with more than 24,000 employees in 

nearly 60 countries with a mission to help people make progress in their lives through 
learning. We combine world-class educational content and assessment, powered by 
services and technology, to enable more effective teaching and personalised learning 
at scale. We believe that wherever learning flourishes so do people. 

 Learn more about Pearson at www.pearson.com/uk

 Follow Pearson on social media at: 

 Twitter: @Pearsonschools / @PearsonPrimary

 Facebook: Pearson UK

 #MyTwistOnATale

“It’s not in doing what you like, but in liking what 
 you do that is the secret of happiness”
 Peter Pan

“I never wanted to be a lumberjack anyway. 
 I always wanted to do something different with my life”
 Jack and the Beanstalk

http://www.pearson.com/uk
https://twitter.com/PearsonSchools
https://twitter.com/PearsonPrimary
https://en-gb.facebook.com/PearsonPrimary/
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“Don’t forget – no one else sees the world the way you do, so no one else 
 can tell the stories that you have to tell.”
 Charles de Lint

“Every child is a natural born writer”
 Carole Marsh

“You can make anything by writing”
 C.S. Lewis

“I write what amuses me.”
 J.K. Rowling
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