
The B Impact Assessment (BIA) provides a comprehensive, transparent, and independent standard of 
company impact on its workers, communities, the environment, and customers. In order to stay 
up-to-date with business best practices and to accommodate ongoing user and stakeholder feedback, 
the BIA is updated on a three-year cycle.

V6 Scope

Following the launch of V5, which was focused on fixing broken individual indicators in the BIA, 
Version 6, as an even-numbered version, will include a review and update of the methodology as a 
whole, in addition to updates to individual metrics.1  

Timeline

For V6, the B Impact Assessment’s development cycle has transitioned from a two-year to a three-year 
process, culminating in a scheduled January 2019 launch.2 

● Ongoing - Collection of feedback and research on potential methodological and indicator level 
improvements

● Fall 2017 - Spring 2018 - Working drafts of BIA V6 developed, with review and support by B Lab’s 
independent Standards Advisory Council 

● Summer 2018 - Selected alpha testing for working drafts
● Autumn 2018 - 60-day public consultation period3

● December 2018 - V6 reviewed for final approval by Standards Advisory Council
● January 2019 - V6 Launch   

Opportunities to Participate

Feedback is always welcome on current versions of the B Impact Assessment, either through the BIA 
platform itself or by reaching out to B Lab’s Standards Management team 
(Ana C. Gonzalez at acgonzalez@bcorporation.net). 
  
If you are interested in learning about updates and opportunities to provide feedback as drafts are 
made available for testing and public comment, please subscribe to our V6 distribution list.

1 Prior to Version 5, launched in January 2016, the BIA was updated every 2 years. 
2 Odd-numbered version updates focus on questions and metrics that are missing, out of date or broken while even-numbered 
versions look at overall and methodological improvements.
 3 If necessary, B Lab reserves the right to conduct a second round of public comments to address substantive or unresolved 
issues from the initial public comment, which may result in a delayed launch.
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