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About
SWIFT

SWIFT is a group of highly experienced teams 
dedicated to providing technical and operational 
support for the specialized needs of our clients. 
From solving complex engineering challenges to 
preparing for rapid response during storm events, 
we’ve assembled the best people and resources to 
help when it matters most.

Southwire Engineering Corps 
is a proud member of SWIFT 

Our Engineering Corps  
technical team is comprised 
of elite engineers with 
expertise in power, electrical, 
mechanical, civil, chemical, 
polymer science, industrial, 
and nuclear engineering.

Our High Voltage (HV) 
Installation team offers the 
full spectrum of underground 
transmission cable 
installation services including 
unmatched engineering 
support, onsite project 
management, installation, and 
testing.

Facing a pressing deadline? 
Our dedicated Southwire 
SPEED™ team will be able 
to handle all of your cable 
requests, reducing lead times 
and fulfilling short lengths for 
non-standard constructions.

Our Storm Activation team 
works around the clock with 
our partners to assess the 
pending impact of natural 
disasters to ensure they have 
the materials they need to 
keep the power on.
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Why We 
Are Here

Elite Storm Activation Team for 
Extreme Weather Events
Confronting the unpredictable. Planning for a natural disaster 
and all types of catastrophes is a daunting and challenging 
task to undertake. That’s why we’re here.

Whether we’re ready or not, natural disasters will happen. How 
you prepare for, and respond to, a storm’s imminent threat can 
determine its impact. Our customers need an experienced, 
proactive partner who is trained, organized, and equipped to help 
get the power back on after the most extreme of weather events.

During a disaster, our Storm Activation Team works around the 
clock with our partners to assess the wire and cable needs. 
From daily weather monitoring to ensuring our partners have the 
resources they need, the Storm Activation Team is ready to help 
when the weather is at its worst. 

With nationwide support, the Storm Activation Team has the 
scale and reach to help across the entire country, whether it be 
hurricanes, tornadoes, ice storms, or wildfires.

Southwire has a long history of help-
ing our partners deal with countless 
hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, fires, 
and other natural disasters.
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Our
Approach

“These storms are our moment 
of truth. Ensuring our partners 
have the resources they need 
to get the power back on is 
one of the most important 
things we do.”

Storm Activation Team Member
Southwire

Dedicated Team

Experience

Communication

Innovation

Advanced
Planning

Our Storm Activation Team is available 24/7/365 to help in advance of, 
and during, major storm events.

It takes more than equipment and material alone to address storm 
damage. Over the years, our team has helped provide support during 
storms across the country and knows how to address their impacts, 
both large and small. 

Without proper communication between utilities, suppliers, customers, 
and regulators, storm response can be unnecessarily delayed. Proactive 
and effective communications are an essential part of our preparedness.

Addressing storms effectively happens well in advance of an event. 
Our response starts and ends with continuous planning, organizing, 
and provisioning in an agile way. We are continuously using the latest 
knowledge, forecasting technologies, and processes to address 
changing situations.

Researching and developing innovative products is in our DNA. 
Hardening systems is a way to proactively address the damage storms 
can unleash.
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A detailed assessment of damage 
to electrical systems after a major 
storm can take months and often 
leads to an even more complicated 
set of business decisions. 
Depending on infrastructure age, 
damage, and market conditions, 
some wire and cable may need to be 
replaced entirely, while others may 
be expanded and upgraded as they 
are rebuilt.

Wire and cable may be damaged by 
a variety of environmental factors 
during natural disasters, from 
wind, exposure to salt water, fire, or 
ice. Immediate repair to damaged 
wiring could require a variety of 
wire and cable solutions with rapid 
availability.

Southwire has experience delivering 
temporary power after many natural 
disasters. Our cables are suitable 
for long-term temporary power in 
demanding outdoor applications. 
Conductors are extra-flexible and 
sized up to 4/0 AWG with insulation 
ratings up to 2,000V.

ASSESSMENT  
AND PLANNING

IMMEDIATE REPAIRS MAY 
CALL FOR RAPID DELIVERYTEMPORARY POWER STARTS 

WITH FLEXIBLE CORDS

How We Help
Rebuilding After a Major Storm Involves Engineering 
and Business Decisions - Southwire Can Help 
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Hurricanes
Harvey &
Irma 2017

Storm Activation Team Recounts 
Challenges From Hurricane Harvey 
and Irma
Preparation tactics, damage evaluation, and resources distributed 
to maximize efficiency in restoring power.

When the forecast calls for an extreme weather event, Southwire’s 
Storm Activation Team is ready.

Working closely with utilities and customer partners in disaster-
prone areas, the Southwire Storm Activation Team closely monitors 
daily weather reports to assess the pending impact of natural 
disasters. The team consists of sales managers, material managers, 
production planners, plant managers, and warehouse plant shipping 
coordinators who are in constant communication with storm 
response point managers.

“We forecast what our partners may need before, during, and after 
the storm,” said Matt Street, Regional Sales Manager of Energy 
South. “The more work we can do on the front end, the more directly 
we can impact a successful response effort.”

It is often easier said than done, especially when two devastating 
hurricanes make landfall back to back, as was the case in 2017. 
Hurricanes Harvey and Irma each presented unique challenges for 
utilities and the Southwire Storm Activation Team.

Read the full article

“These storms are our moment of 
truth. Ensuring our partners have 
the resources they need to get the 
power back on is one of the most 
important things we do.”

Storm Activation Team Member
Southwire

https://www.tdworld.com/substations/storm-response-team-recounts-challenges-hurricane-harvey-and-irma
https://www.tdworld.com/substations/storm-response-team-recounts-challenges-hurricane-harvey-and-irma
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Hurricanes

Hurricanes are one of nature’s 
deadliest and most destructive 
storms.

Hurricanes Are One of Nature’s 
Deadliest and Most Destructive Storms
After a hurricane, power crews throughout the region rush to the 
affected area to assist with repairing storm damage. One of the 
most physically damaging aspects associated with hurricanes is the 
amount of flying debris, which demolishes buildings, severs power 
lines, and eliminates power for millions of people. Due to the amount 
of devastation that hurricanes can create, electrical utility companies 
have detailed plans in place for such occurrences, restoring the 
main power plants first, followed by transmission lines, substations, 
emergency responders, large service areas, and individual homes.

• Over 1 million residential homes lost power due to Hurricane Issac

• Hurricane Issac flooded 32 substations and demolished 60 trans-
mission lines

• Hurricane Katrina caused over $80 billion in damages, making it 
the most expensive natural disaster in history

• Florida Power & Light had to replace 930 miles of overhead distri-
bution conductors, 570 miles of overhead service conductors, 1.1 
million overhead splices, and 12,632 distribution poles after the 
2005 hurricane season

• During Katrina, Mississippi Power sustained damage to over 65% 
of its transmission and distribution systems (approximately 6,000 
miles of power lines)

• 181 power lines and 263 substations were out of service due to 
Hurricane Katrina

Here are some facts that illustrate the amount of destruction a 
hurricane can cause:
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Restoring
Power to the
Gulf Coast

Southwire Helps Restore Power for 
Millions on Gulf Coast
“We prioritized storm-related orders as they came in, and we 
immediately started ordering materials and components, to get 
those orders out in the most timely fashion,” says Mike Schmittou, 
Operations Manager at Southwire’s Carrollton Utility Products Plant. 
“We adjusted our machines and our operations in the plant to give 
storm orders first priority.”

“The response was overwhelmingly positive,” Mark Warren, Materials 
Manager at the Carrollton plant adds. “We had people from all 
departments willing to come in and run the equipment.”

Ken Eason, a Machine Operator at the Carrollton plant, is one of 
several volunteers who worked 12-hour shifts on Labor Day weekend. 
“I look at it from their point of view,” he says. “If I was down there and 
my family didn’t have any power, I’d be glad somebody was working 
to make sure they got the product out so that I could get power.”

“Getting material in and getting shipments out has consumed our 
days, nights, and weekends,” says Tim Wilson of Utility Sales. “And 
once we make the product, we depend on our logistics team to get it 
to where it needs to be.”

“We work hard to supply our customers with material,” Schmittou 
says. “Their success depends on our success. And in times of need 
such as this, the wires and cables that we make in this plant supplies 
power to homes, to hospitals, to fire departments, to emergency 
rooms, to facilities that will save the lives of people. It’s pretty 
amazing to think that the products we make can make that big of a 
difference in people’s lives.”

Read the full article

“It is pretty amazing to think that 
the products we make can make 
that big of a difference in people’s 
lives.”

Mike Schmittou
Operations Manager
Southwire

https://www.southwire.com/support/2008RestorePwrToGulfCoasy.htm
https://www.southwire.com/support/2008RestorePwrToGulfCoasy.htm


Proactive
Approach

Quality 
Products

Customer
Service

Forward 
Thinking

Innovative
Solutions



CASE
STUDIES

 PROACTIVE
APPROACH

ABOUT
SWIFT

WHY WE
ARE HERE SERVICES

HOW WE  
CAN HELP

HOW TO  
GET HELPRESEARCH

BACK TO 
BEGINNING

Take a 
Proactive
Approach

Standing Against the Storm
Max Storm™ Overhead Conductor

Max Storm™  conductors are designed for mechanical ruggedness 
to survive extreme ice loadings and extreme wind events. Designing 
conductors to withstand heavy ice and wind loads has always been 
a requirement, but with extreme weather conditions wreaking havoc 
across the world, they have become a growing concern for utilities.

In areas such as the extreme north, coastal regions, and water 
crossings, ice buildup can exceed 1” in thickness. These conditions 
cause extreme strain on transmission lines, resulting in increased 
sag and tension. To accommodate for the increased sag, 
transmission towers must be built taller to ensure safe electrical 
clearance is maintained between grounded objects and conductors. 
Taller towers mean higher costs to utilities.

Extreme wind conditions, such as tornadoes and hurricanes, 
also cause tremendous strain on transmission lines. In recent 
years, hurricanes, such as Katrina and Maria, have highlighted the 
humanitarian crises that prolonged power outages can cause and 
have prompted utilities to place more intense focus on grid resiliency, 
which is a combination of storm hardening and better recovery 
planning.

Download our PDF

“Max Storm™ is extremely rugged 
and will save utilities on downtime 
and repair costs following a major 
storm event.”

Paul Springer
Director of Overhead Transmission Engineering
Southwire

http://go.pardot.com/l/151881/2018-08-21/lnqbyq/151881/147969/Proactive_Storm_Protection_SW.pdf
http://go.pardot.com/l/151881/2018-08-21/lnqbyq/151881/147969/Proactive_Storm_Protection_SW.pdf
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Research Storm Response Management Survey
Utility approaches to powerful and increasingly frequent storms.

To better understand the strategies and priorities that utilities across North America 
are embracing to prepare and respond to major storm events, Southwire Company 
partnered with the Utility Dive Brand Studio to survey more than 100 industry executives.

Download Survey

What measure to take? What matters the most?

Biggest concerns? What actions to prepare?

https://overheadtransmission.southwire.com/storm-response-management-survey-2018/
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Research

Download Survey

Storm Response Management Survey
Utility approaches to powerful and increasingly frequent storms.

To better understand the strategies and priorities that utilities across North America 
are embracing to prepare and respond to major storm events, Southwire Company 
partnered with the Utility Dive Brand Studio to survey more than 100 industry executives.

What measures to take?

What hardening measure 
is your utility taking to 
prepare for storms in 
advance? 

More efforts 
to manage
Vegetation

Proactively 
upgrading 
transmission 
and 
distribution 

Implementing 
smart grid 
technology 

Higher 
design and 
construction 
standards

Moving more 
transmission 
and 
distribution 
lines 
underground

Relying more 
on microgrids

Other

61% 44% 43% 29% 24% 17% 9%

https://overheadtransmission.southwire.com/storm-response-management-survey-2018/
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Research

Download Survey

Storm Response Management Survey
Utility approaches to powerful and increasingly frequent storms.

To better understand the strategies and priorities that utilities across North America 
are embracing to prepare and respond to major storm events, Southwire Company 
partnered with the Utility Dive Brand Studio to survey more than 100 industry executives.

What matters the most?

How would you rank the 
following elements in 
terms of importance when 
working with a supplier for 
storm preprepared and 
response?

Advanced Planning

Trust

Experience

Communications

Flexibility & Adaptability 

26%

23%

19%

18%

13%

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

https://overheadtransmission.southwire.com/storm-response-management-survey-2018/
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Research

Download Survey

Storm Response Management Survey
Utility approaches to powerful and increasingly frequent storms.

To better understand the strategies and priorities that utilities across North America 
are embracing to prepare and respond to major storm events, Southwire Company 
partnered with the Utility Dive Brand Studio to survey more than 100 industry executives.

Biggest concerns?

What concerns you most 
going forward with regards 
to future storms.

Climate change

Legacy 
infrastructure

Balancing the 
cost of benefits 
of hardening the 
grid

Prioritizing the 
order in which 
assets are 
repaired

Potential
regulations

26% 24% 24%

16%

10%

https://overheadtransmission.southwire.com/storm-response-management-survey-2018/
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Storm Response Management Survey
Utility approaches to powerful and increasingly frequent storms.

To better understand the strategies and priorities that utilities across North America 
are embracing to prepare and respond to major storm events, Southwire Company 
partnered with the Utility Dive Brand Studio to survey more than 100 industry executives.

What action to prepare?

What actions are you 
taking on the front end of 
the storm to increase the 
speed of post-storm 
response?

51%
45%

35%
34%

32%
30%

27%
14%

Setting up partnerships with other 
utilities to fill labor force

Using predictive storm tools and technologies

Partnering with suppliers to ensure material support 
capabilities

Running more training and simulations

Working with suppliers to prepare storm responses

Storing more restoration materials (poles and wires)

Keeping more standby equipment (mobile transformers, mobile 
substations, generators)

Other

https://overheadtransmission.southwire.com/storm-response-management-survey-2018/
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Contact Storm 
Activation 
Team

General Inquiries 

http://services.southwire.com/contact/
http://go.pardot.com/l/151881/2018-09-12/ltmhjv/151881/150801/ENGINEERING_CORPS_SEPT12B.pdf

